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testable right to his situation, and that it was his by
inheritance," suddenly shrunk into his old state of in-
significance, and was even looked upon in so low a
light as to receive a severe reprimand from Mr. Hast-
ings for interposing in the duties of his (the deputy's)
office.

The Company's orders, censuring this transaction
in the strongest terms, and ordering Mahomed Reza
KMn to be immediately restored to the office of Naib
Subahdar, were received in Calcutta in November,
1779. Mr. Hastings acted on this with the firmness
which he had shown on other occasions; but in his
principles he went further. Thinking himself assured
of some extraordinary support, suitable to the open
and determined defiance with which he was resolved
to oppose the lawful authority of his superiors, and to
exercise a despotic power, he no longer adhered to
Mr. Barwell's distinction of the orders which had a
tendency to bring his government into disrepute.
This distinction afforded sufficient latitude to disobe-
dience ; but here he disdained all sorts of colors and
distinctions. He directly set up an independent right
to administer the government according to his pleas-
ure ; and he went so far as to bottom his claim to act
independently of the Court of Directors on the very
statute which commanded his obedience to them.

He declared roundly, u that he should not yield to
the authority of the Court of Directors in any instance
in which it should require his concession of the rights
which he held under an act of Parliament." It is too
clear to stand in need of proof, that he neither did or
could hold any authority that was not subject, in
every particle of it, and in every instance in which it
could be exercised, to the orders of the Court of Di-
rectors